Court of Akbar, nor at the Court of King Narai of Siam, nor those
of the Society whose learning gained them access to the Ming and
Ch'ing Courts of China, have narrated so rounded and astonishing
a story,
My resolution to write of him dates from the year 1924, when I
had the opportunity of exploring the places he visited in Arakan.
His Travelshad. not then been published in book form, but Father
Hosten, a Jesuit scholar resident in Bengal, had translated a por-
tion of them, and Mr, San Shwe Bu, an old friend of mine, who
lived at Akyab, the chief town of modern Arakan, placed this part
at my disposal, together with much interesting information,
which he had extracted from Arakanese sources. At the time I put
together some short papers and published them in the Burma
Research Journal of that year.
In 1927 the whole of Manrique's Travels was edited for the
Hakluyt Society by the late Lt.-Colonel Luard and by Father
Hosten. The volumes issued by that Society are largely reserved
for its members and few come into the hands of the general
public. It is probable that the number of people who know more
than the name of Sebastiao Manrique is small.
My object here is to introduce him with the assistance of what.
special knowledge I possess, and so to tell his story that its rare
flavour is brought out, its queerness relished and its implica-
tions understood, and not only his story but that of the extra-
ordinary king he met. To accomplish this I shall have to take the
reader first to Goa. When he has wandered round its sights, he
will possess the requisite background to assess what follows.